
This is what Patrick taught:

There is no other God, nor will there ever be, nor was there ever, except God the 
Father. He is the one who was not begotten, the one without a beginning, the one 
from whom all beginnings come, the one who holds all things in being – this is 
our teaching. 

And his son, Jesus Christ, whom we testify has always been, since before the be-
ginning of this age, with the Father in a spiritual way. He was begotten in an in-
describable way before every beginning. Everything we can see, and everything 
beyond our sight, was made through him. He became a human being; and, 
having overcome death, was welcomed to the heavens to the Father. The Father 
gave him all power over every being, both heavenly and earthly and beneath the 
earth. Let every tongue confess that Jesus Christ, in whom we believe and whom 
we await to come back to us in the near future, is Lord and God. He is judge of the 
living and of the dead; he rewards every person according to their deeds. 

He has generously poured on us the Holy Spirit, the gift and promise of im-
mortality, who makes believers and those who listen to be children of God and 
co-heirs with Christ. This is the one we acknowledge and adore – one God in a 
trinity of the sacred name.

Would you like to find out more about the faith of St Patrick? Would 
you like to join a Christianity Explored group? Would you like to re-
ceive a book from the Bible about the life of our Lord? Then please 
email: WhoWasStPatrick@gmail.com
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Who was
St Patrick?



Who was St Patrick, the founder of the Irish church, and what did he 
believe? 

Here he is, in his own words, telling us about growing up somewhere 
in Britain, about being kidnapped, taken into Ireland, and enslaved …

My name is Patrick. I am a sinner, a simple country person, and the least of all 
believers. My father was Calpornius. He was a deacon; his father was Potitus, a 
priest … I was taken prisoner. I was about sixteen at the time. At that time, I did 
not know the true God. I was taken into captivity in Ireland, along with thou-
sands of others. We deserved this, because we had gone away from God, and did 
not keep his commandments. We would not listen to our priests, who advised us 
about how we could be saved …

Patrick had grown up in a Christian family, but he had never become a 
Christian. He did not “know God,” and he ignored those who told him 
how he could be saved from his sin – and from the punishment that sin 
deserved. Patrick knew that we aren’t Christians because we’ve grown 
up in a Christian family or in the church. We become Christians when 
we believe in Jesus Christ. “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). “This is eternal life, that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3).

While Patrick was working as a slave, God saved him.

The Lord opened up my awareness of my lack of faith. Even though it came 
about late, I recognised my failings. So I turned with all my heart to the Lord 
my God, and he looked down on my lowliness and had mercy on my youthful 
ignorance. He guarded me before I knew him, and before I came to wisdom and 
could distinguish between good and evil. He protected me and consoled me as a 
father does for his son … before I was brought low, I was like a stone lying deep in 
the mud. Then he who is powerful came and in his mercy pulled me out.

Patrick knew that he could not save himself. He was like a “stone lying 
deep in the mud.” Under the weight of his sin, he was powerless. But 
God could do for Patrick what Patrick could never do for himself: “he 
who is powerful came and in his mercy pulled me out.” “I waited pa-
tiently for the LORD … he drew me up from the pit of destruction, out 
of the miry bog” (Psalm 40:1-2). 

And Patrick grew as a Christian.

After I arrived in Ireland, I tended sheep every day, and I prayed frequently dur-
ing the day. More and more the love of God increased, and my sense of awe before 
God. Faith grew, and my spirit was moved, so that in one day I would pray up 
to one hundred times, and at night perhaps the same. I even remained in the 
woods and on the mountain, and I would rise to pray before dawn in snow and 
ice and rain … I almost perished. However, it was very good for me, since God 
straightened me out, and he prepared me for what I would be today. 

Patrick grew as a Christian as he spent time with God in prayer and as 
he got to know the Bible. During this part of his life, he seems to have 
been mostly on his own. He wasn’t able to benefit from the fellowship 
of the church. But he later learned how important that was. He spent 
his life serving Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, preaching 
and baptising those who believed the gospel.

So I should greatly dread, with fear and trembling, this sentence on that day, 
where nobody can avoid or escape, but all shall give complete account of the least 
of sins before the tribunal of the Lord Christ.

Patrick understood that he was responsible to God. He knew that he 
would have to give God an account of his life. “We must all appear be-
fore the judgement seat of Christ,” and so should live in the “fear of the 
Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:10-11). 

Patrick is asking you – are you ready to give an account to God?


